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[East Germans promised free elections ® 100,000 cross Berlin’s open borders

Kohl: ‘We are one nation’

Anana Yomforde
and Mickael Farr in Berlin

HE West German
Chancellor, Dr Hel-
mut Kohl, declared
in Berlin yesterday:
“Long live a free
German fatherland,
afree united Europe.” :

“We are and will remain one
nation. Step by small step we
will find our way to a common
solution,” he told a crowd of
some 20,000 Berliners outside
the city’s Schoneberg Rathaus,
the seat of West Berlin's
government.

Dr Kohl's forthright empha-
sis on unity came as East Ger-
many'’s bewildered and belea-
guered leaders announced new
reforms and a fresh round of
sackings from the ruling polit-
buro yesterday, coupled with a
public promise of free elections.

During a day marked by ex-
traordinary and emotional
scenes of jubilation, more than
100,000 people poured through
the increasingly open border to
the West. Most of them
returned after a brief and long-
awaited glimpse at the West.

In East Berlin, as the Com-
munist Party’s central commit-
tee continued in erisis session,
the East German President, Mr
Egon Krenz, declared: “We
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have a great task ahead of us
.. . to carry through a revolu-
tion on German soil that will
bring a socialism which is eco-
nomically effective, politically
democratic, and morally
e and Dr K hl are expected
e an ohl are e

to meet next week following the
swearing in of a new East Ger-
man Government on Monday.
Last night, Mr Krenz told a
Communist Party rally that the
new travel regulations, allow-
ing East Germans to go to the
West whenever they wish,
should be taken as proof that
the government was “serious
about the policy of renewal”.

His interior minister, Mr
Friedrich Dickel, said the
restriction-free travel policy an-
nounced on Thursday was “per-
manent and will be the founda-
tion of a new travel law”.

Last night, as amazed East
Berliners locked on, East Ger-
man soldiers began knocking
down sections of the Wall that
has divided their city for 28
years. There were unconfirmed
reports from residents in Ber-
nauerstrasse that bulldozers
had started demolishing it as
well. East German authorities
began opening five new cross-
ing points through the Wall.

Elsewhere along the frontier,
another 40,000 East Germans
crossed into West Germany, but

Face to face . . . East and West meet on the Berlin Wall at the Brandenburg Gate as the cins of the dlded [

only 2,500 decided to stay in the
West, according to figures
released in Bonn.

Although the flight west-
wards is expected to rise signifi-
cantly over the weekend, the
relatively small number of East
Germans who have so far actu-
ally left their country perma-
nently suggests that the leader-
ship’s decision on free travel
was a shrewd move,

After a three-day crisis meet-
ing, the Communist Party Cen-
tral Committee revealed an
“action programme for
renewal” which holds out the
prospect of free elections, a
democratic coalition govern-
ment and parliamentary inves-
tigations into malpractices and
abuses of power.

Four members and candidate
members were sacked from the
ruling politburo, elected only
on Wednesday. Two had been
voted out of their top party po-
sitions by their district
branches and the other two
stepped down after pressure
from the Central Committee.

A party control commission
will begin investigation into
“misconduct” by two former
politburo members, Mr Giinter
Mittag and Mr Joachim Her-
mann, responsible for the econ-
omy and the media in the
politburo.

East Germany’s prosecutor
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general has suggested that a
parliamentary committee
should investigate charges of
corruption and power abuse by
state and party officials.

Mr Giinter Wendland said top
party members had enjoyed un-
justified privileges, enriched
themselves, taken advantage of
their positions and *‘squan-
dered national wealth”.

In view of the great signifi-
cance and the extent of these
malpractices the investigations
should be tackled by parlia-
ment, he said.

. The Volkskammier will meet
in emergency session on Mon-
day at which the Prime Minis-
ter-designate, Mr Hans Mo-
drow, and the new East
German Government will be
co X .
It is now clear that it was the
reform-minded Mr Modrow and
his supporters in the Central
Committee who urged the lead-
ership to press ahead swiftly
with fundamental change, in-
cluding the surprise decision to
allow free travel,

‘Mr Modrow told the Central
Committee that the future gov-
ernment not only needed new

faces.

It had to be “a real govern-
ment which at a later point
could even become a coalition".
The relationship between the
party and the government had
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ity celebrate East Germany’s opening of the border

to be completely overhauled,
Mr Modrow urged.

“We shall have to conduct
parliamentary debates in a
style the Communist Party has
not yet seen in its entire his-
tory,” Mr Modrow said. Depu-
ties had to become “genuine
representatives” of the people.

The party newspaper, Neues
Deutschland, in an outspoken
editorial yesterday, conceded
that Communist Party mem-
bers were among those who
had begun to question the par-
ty's leading role. “Significant
errors” had been committed by
the party “to the detriment of
our country”.

In West Berlin the huge
crowd at the Rathaus, some of
whom had crossed from the
East to listen to the speeches,
reserved their greatest enthusi-
asm for the former Social Dem-
ocrat leader, Chancellor and
Mayor of West Berlin, Mr Willy
Brandt, who told them, to wild
cheers: “Berlin will live and the
Berlin Wall will come
down...”

Mr Brandt, who was Mayor
of West Berlin 28 years ago
when East Berlin put up the
Wall and who stood next to Mr
Kennedy during his famous
speech, said the barbed wire
and wall were “against the flow
of history”, but added that it
should remain as an "an his-
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torical monstrosity”. He said
part of it should be kept as a
monument.

“This is a beautiful day at the
end of a long way, but we are
not yet at the end of that way, a
whole lot remains to be done,”
Mr Brandt said.

He added that he was sure
Presidents Bush and Gorba-
chev would approve of what
was happening in Germany at
their Mediterranean summit
next month, and believed that
France and Britain, who had
given such support during the
long and difficult years as well
as “our East European neigh-
bours” would understand.

The present Mayor of West
Berlin, Mr Walter Momper, told
the crowd: “We are now the
happiest people in the world,
but in this hour of happiness
we should remember the many
dead and injured and the pain
caused by this wall. .

“In East Germany a fascinat-
ing chapter of history is being
written by the people. We con-
gratulate you on your peaceful
and democratic revolution.”

But Mr Momper, faced with
accommodating those coming
from the East, said that while
everyone was welcome, the
question should also be asked
whether people were not
needed “to create a better soci-
ety in East Germany".

-Commentary -

Martin Woollacott
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HIS has been Germany’s

year. From the crisis

over Nato modernisa-

tion in March to the
casting down of the Wall in No-
vember stretch an astonishing
nine months in which Germans
on both sides have reached out
with increaging boldness to
take their destiny into their
own hands.

The rest of Europe has
watched in fascination and
sometimes in fear.

The international landscape
with which we began 1989 —
the old, familiar structures of
the two alliances, the Anglo-
American special relationship,
the European Community’s
halting progress toward greater
unity, and the newer but also
beginning to be familiar
el f reform in the Soviet
Union — is being transformed,
and it is Germany which is
leading that transformation. In.
sofar as the old remains, it is
like an &m ehrgsatms.tpg-
serving the shape but not the
substance of what existed before.

orels of he SPEing over the
quarre Sp! over
introduction of new short-range
missiles. West Europeans and
Americans were arguing an-
grily about whether the Soviet
Union. was conspiratorially
seeking to gain military advan-
tage by negotiating away the
West's remaining tactical nu-
clear weapons and then stalling
on conventional reductions.

Strange to recall, we were
still thinking in terms of East
bloc tank armies and fighter
squadrons, still counting div-
isions on the map of central
Europe, and still, some of us,
acting as if the USSR remained
a dangerous antagonist.

The revolt of the Federal
Republic government against
this antique thinking can be
seen as the starting point for
the great burst of German
national assertion which culmi-
nated yesterday in the streets of

Berlin.

Although Chancellor Kohl
later agreed to an apparent
compromise it was clear even
then — how much more so now
— that West Germany had
killed the programme, and it
had done so because it sensed
far better than any of its Nato
partners how completely Presi-
dent Gorbachev had changed
the situation in Europe.

The West Germans had cast
an unprecedented veto against
new nuclear weapons.

They had done so after a
period of co-operation and con-
sultation with East Germany
which looks in retrospect like a
laying of the groundwork for
what was to come in both

Germanys.

The Federal Republic became
the strongest advocate of arms
control within Nato and the
German Democratic Republic
played the same role in the
Warsaw Pact. Here was the par-
tial and still nuanced defiance
of their respective Alliance
masters that indicated both a

Germans seize
the moment
of national
opportunity

German refusal of the role of
victims in the superpower
struggle and a sense in both
German states that the room
for manoeuvre was growing.

If the March crisis over mis-
sile modernisation now seems
something from another era, so
too do the fears of the summer..

Germans on both sides real-
ised that the Soviet Union had
made not one but two funda-
mental international decisions.
The first, of course, was to seek
peace with the West. The
second was that force could not
and should not be used to main-
tain Communist authority in

sage was there: things were
moving toward the point where
you could leave the country
without real risk, and you
could criticise the party with-
out real risk. .

Out of that realisation came
the explosive mixture of a mas-
sive emigration from East Ger-

how-
ever, still embedded in the old
thinking. The Soviet Union
would only permit a united Ger-

the argument went,
and that way lay the old night-
mare of a Germany swinging
between East and West. But the
whole idea of neutralisation
presupposes the continued exis-
tence of a world polarised be-
tween East and West, a world
which is literally disappearing
before our eyes. .
It must now be clear that
whatever form of unification or.
quasi-unification is eventually
arrived at will not involve the
neutralisation of West Ger-
many in any meaningful sense.
Instead what we have before
us is a German triumph that
could not have happened with-
out Gorbachev and Walesa, a
triumph that was not planned
and which is in many ways an
accident, but which neverthless
has come about because both
West and East Germans have
seized the moment of national
opportunity. In doing so_they
have pointed the way to a Euro-
pean future in which Germany
will be the single biggest power,
economically, politically, and
perhaps even militarily, so far
as that still matters. .
For the rest of Europe this
assertion of German nation-
hood has its unavoidably bitter
dimension. Britain has spent
the last 100 years fighting
against the facts of German
power: indeed our modern
national identity has to a great
extent been forged in the fires
of the great conflict with Ger-
many while our sense of our
moral worth rests in part on
our role in the defeat of Nazism.
Even in the post-war period
Britain’s understanding of itself
has continued fo be fashioned
by our taking a leading part in
the containment of Germany
that was the unspoken second
function of the Nato Alliance.
For the French, too, the-
trauma must be a serious one,
Their recent history is also
Turn to page 24, col 8

ODOR Zhivkov, Bulgaria's
Communist party leader
and Eastern Europe’s
longest-standing sentinel of
conservatism, resigned yester-
day. Petar Mladenov, the For-
eign Minister, was appointed in
Page24

Citizens of united city overcome their disbelief

Michael Farr in Berlin

ESTERDAY Berlin

ceased to be a divided

city. Tens of thousands
of East Berliners streamed to
the West, unhindered for the
first time since the Wall was
»put up 28 years ago.

Most crossed just for the
experience of a freedom they
had been denied so long.
They simply looked at shop
windows, stopped at cafés on
the fashionable Kudamm
Street or visited friends.

As they came off the S-
Bahn trains, drove their bat-

tered Trabants across the | Bahn

border crossing, or just
walked through, they
pinched themselves in
disbelief.

Not one of the many East
Berliners I spoke to at sev-
eral crossing points said they
meant to stay in the West.
They came with their
spouses, friends and children
for a historic stroll.

Many more are expected to
cross today, which for most
is not a wo! day.

A group of East German
workers still in their blue
overalls in West Berlin’s
equivalent of Oxford Street,
the Wilmersdorferstrasse,
bought doughnuts and West-
ern newspapers “to prove
we've been here”.

Getting off a packed S-
carriage at the Zoo
station, a woman pointed out
to her husband the Kaiser
Wilhelm Memorial Church:
“Look! I never thought we

could see it like this.”

An East Berlin policeman
was on the platform to offer
directions and give advice.

At the Invalidenstrasse
crossing, West Berliners
greeted those from the East
with flowers and cheers.

Among the vehicles at the
Bornholmerstrasse crossing,
I saw two East German taxis
with passengers.

One East Berliner was
driven from the crossing to
Charlottenburg, three miles
away in the British sector, at
the concessionary rate of 1
East Mark to 1 Deutsche-
Mark, compared with the
market rate of 10-1, high-
lighting the fact that the only
constraint on East Germans
is now financial.

East Berliners have been

offered free tickets for a foot-
ball match today in West
Berlin as well as to a numbezr
of concerts and the opera.
Flying over the Bornhol-
merstyasse yesterday, I saw a
scrum of East Berliners
massing to cross its bridge.
Royal Military Police, res-
ponsible for the Wall along
the British sector, main-
tained their patrols and
Army Air Corps helicopters
hovered overhead, monitor-
ing the remarkable

p gs.

Huge crowds built up on
the Western side of the Wall
as West Berliners witnessed
the historic developments,
some even crossing over into
the East for a walk.

In front of the Branden-
burg Gate and elsewhere,

they perched precariously on
mge \i\au. clapping and
or it to go.

It was unclear last night
how many East Berliners
planned to stay in the West,
where facilities are increas-
ingly being overstretched.
But as the West German
cities of Bremen and Hano-
ver said they could take no
more refugees, Berlin was
still offering a warm
welcome,

“After all we are not just
one people, we are also one
city,”" said one West Ber-
liner, who described the last
24 hours as *“‘simply
unbelievable™.

Another added: “Now what
the politicians have always

called for has happened, we
must rise to the occasion.”
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