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Sample Database Descriptions to Use on Your Library’s Web Site
Make it easy for your patrons to understand which of your online resources will help them quickly find the reliable, focused information they need. 

Add the appropriate descriptions below to your Web site, or create your own. Just remember to speak “patron” rather than “library” language. You also may want to explain to your patrons how to access these resources remotely from their personal computer.
Business and Career Research Resources

ProQuest Career and Technical Education

Start here if you’re looking for information on résumé and cover letter writing, interview strategies, industry outlooks, tips on surviving an economic slowdown, or working after retirement.

ProQuest Entrepreneurship

Thinking about starting a business? Look here for online video clips featuring advice from successful entrepreneurs, as well as the latest market research, sample business plans, and start-up toolkits.

Safari® Select

Do you need technical information about computers or want to learn more about a software application? Then start with this collection of information technology e-books, which includes the For Dummies series.
Genealogy Resources

Ancestry® Library Edition 

Discover your unique family history! This resource includes billions of records from around the world, including from U.S., U.K., and Canadian census and vital records, immigration and passport records, periodicals and books, photos, and more.

Digital Sanborn Maps®
Start here to access detailed property maps and land-use records of more than 12,000 U.S. towns and cities (1867-1970). Because cities were mapped multiple times, you can trace changes over time.

HeritageQuest® Online

You’ll find U.S. federal census records, family histories, published genealogies, historical books, Revolutionary War records, Freedman’s Bank records, and more to help you trace your American ancestors’ paths across history.

Historic Map Works™ Library Edition

This electronic collection of over one million U.S. and antiquarian maps from 15th century to the present day will help you uncover clues about land ownership, property boundaries, historical structures, geographic names, and community growth.
ProQuest® African American Heritage

Exclusively for African-American family history research, this unique resource includes vital, slave, free(d), court, and U.S. federal census records, as well as reference books, surname registry, and tools to connect you to research experts.

General Reference

eLibrary®
This easy-to-use resources brings together content about in-demand subjects from millions of multimedia-rich, global resources, including magazines, journals, newspapers, transcripts, e-books, Web sites, videos, and more. 

ProQuest Central 

No matter what subject, this is a great place to start your research! ProQuest Central covers business, health, literature, the sciences, history, the arts, and more, pulling information together from thousands of scholarly journals, trade publications, newspapers, company reports, and other reliable sources.

ProQuest Discovery

Here you will find general reference information as well as detailed content about the arts, business, politics, psychology, and other specific subjects, pulling from more than 3,000 reliable reference sources.

News Resources

Library PressDisplay

Need news from your home country or want to see how other countries are reporting on global events? Then start here to access more than 1,400 current newspapers from more than 80 countries.  You’ll see the entire newspaper online, just as it looks in its printed version.

ProQuest Historical Newspapers™

For eye-witness accounts of history being made, search this unique collection! You’ll see images of newspapers just as they appeared when first printed, including not only news stories, but also advertising, cartoons, editorials, photographs, and more. [Note to librarian: you may wish to list all or some of the newspapers in your specific ProQuest Historical Newspapers collection.]

ProQuest Newsstand™

Search our online collection of current newspapers to quickly find text articles relevant to your research. This resource also will suggest related documents and topics for further exploration. [Note to librarian: you may wish to list all or some of the newspapers in your specific ProQuest Newsstand collection.]

Student Resources

CultureGrams™

Want to know more about the world’s people? Start here! Learn about each country’s history, customs, government, and general attitudes. Listen to the national anthem, view photos, and try recipes. Read interviews in which people from around the world describe their challenges, ambitions, and everyday lives.
eLibrary® 
Use this online research program to find answers quickly in magazines and newspapers, Web sites, videos, maps and photos, and more. Besides helping you find answers, eLibrary also lets you create timelines and slideshows that you can use for class projects.

SIRS Discoverer®
Are you an elementary or middle-school student? If so, use this online search tool to help you find information for class projects and homework assignments. Or, use it to find answers if you are just curious about something!

SIRS® Issues Researcher

Start here to learn the origins, pros and cons, global perspectives, and essential questions under debate for more than 300 of today’s biggest social issues, such as global warming, health care reform, animal rights, and more.
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